


WOODLAND PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting held on  

Thursday 9 July 2026
 
at 

 Woodland Village Hall 
 
 
 
Present 
 
Cllr Hall (Chair), Cllr Timms, Cllr Snowdon, Cllr Blackwood, Cllr Gardner, Cllr Peckett, Cllr Robert Potts (DCC Evenwood and Barony) David Buckee (Parish Clerk) 
 
5 members of the public were present  

1. Apologies
Cllr Abbott

2. Declaration of Interest 
(Members are asked to consider if they have a conflict of interest either personally or pecuniary in any matter included within the agenda)

None declared

3. Acceptance & signing of minutes from meetings 21st May 2026 & 24th June 2026

Draft minutes have already been sent to Councillors, who agreed to accept them in full. Proposed by Cllr Snowdon, seconded by Cllr Timms. Minutes of the meetings signed by Cllr Hall.

4. Matters Arising
None
5. Finance and Financial update

The Clerk reported that since the last meeting in May, payments made out were £45.07 NALC & CDALC subs, £818.97 Zurich insurance, £333.60 clerk salary March/April, £30 Village Hall for room hire from meeting 21st May, £109.20 ROSPA for annual playground inspection, £250 AR Toward for 2 grass cuts, and £100 Tanya Roberts for internal audit. Payments due to be made are £30 Village Hall for meeting 24 June, £166.80 clerk salary for June
The bank balance is currently £14,399.35. Out of this, ringfenced monies are £5k reserve the PC are required to maintain, £2,936.86 balance from playpark monies, £300 allowance for next election, £250 donation for Christmas festivities. This leaves a truer balance of £5,912.49 which doesn’t take in to account the payments due to be made.

The clerk also advised that earlier in the year, when there were initial teething issues with the payroll, an overpayment of £283.10 was deducted from the clerk salary for tax and employee NI and paid to HMRC, leaving a credit balance with HMRC. This will correct itself over future salary payments, with the clerk being paid gross salary rather than net salary until the overpayment in tax has been wiped out. Following the gross salary paid covering March/April, the credit balance standing with HMRC and due back to the clerk now stands at £216.50.

Following a question from Cllr Snowdon, the clerk confirmed that there will be no employer NI payments due to HMRC based on current levels of salary.

6. Playpark

Playdale have been out to the new equipment and replaced the hammock and used longer bolts. Although they are unable to provide a written report and are unable to give any concrete guarantees, they are confident that there will not be any further issues with the equipment, but if there are to contact them and they will sort them out.

Cllr Snowdon raised the question of inspections. Playdale have now provided guidance and a schedule of inspections required for their equipment. Cllr Gardner suggested weekly inspections from May to October when the playpark is used more frequently. ACTION: Clerk to arrange a new rota for inspections.

Cllr Snowdon also raised the need for a park clean up. Painting of the older equipment is required, weeding is needed, and algae needs cleaning off equipment. Councillors agreed a date of Sunday 26th July at 10am. Cllr Gardner will put it on the Parish Council Facebook page asking for volunteers, and will also contact the school.

7. Quarry Field

Cllr Hall asked whether we had received any response from solicitors acting for Robert Teasdale. The clerk said that he had written to them on 18 June, but nothing has been heard since.

Cllr Gardner provided a brief summary of the background to those members of the public present who were perhaps unaware of the situation regarding the Quarry Field and the herbage rights. She said that the land had been left to the people of the village, is Common Land, and the Parish Council are custodians of it. There is reference in past council meetings to councillors having previously seen a copy of the herbage agreement held by Stan Teasdale, but the Parish Council has been unable to find any evidence that this has been passed down to Robert Teasdale. The Teasdale family have for many years stated their entitlement to farm the land under these herbage rights. The Parish Council has written to Mr Teasdale asking for a copy of the herbage rights he claims to have, and he has referred the PC to his solicitor. There has been a lot of damage caused to the Quarry Field, including the demolition of part of a boundary wall to create access in to a field behind Black Horse Terrace on which there is a planning application for a new building. The Parish Council has no objection to an agricultural building if it is required, but does have an issue with (a) access being through the Quarry Field where there are public rights of way, (b) the fact that the new access was created without consultation with the Parish Council who are custodians of the land and without obtaining any planning permission, and (c) no evidence that herbage rights currently exist. She explained that the Parish Council is duty bound to protect the Common Land

Cllr Gardner suggested that as no herbage agreement has been provided despite several requests, the Parish Council issue a notice to quit, giving a period of notice for the land to be restored and the damage to it repaired. Cllr Hall suggested that this be done through the solicitor, with a letter being sent saying that we need to see the herbage agreement within a certain timeframe. This course of action was proposed by Cllr Gardner, seconded by Cllr Hall. All councillors present voted unanimously in favour, and agreed a date of 1 September by which the herbage agreement must be produced. 

8. Cemetery chapel

Cllr Hall has spoken with David Walton who has provided a quote for the work required on the chapel. Cllr Abbott has submitted a grant application. Cllr Potts said that he has ringfenced £5k from his Councillor budget towards the chapel/Sea Scout project.

For the benefit of those present at the meeting who were unaware of the cemetery/Sea Scout project, Cllr Hall gave a brief background. Sea Scouts currently store their equipment at Butterknowle but their current building is too small, is damp and not fit for purpose. They are interested in renting the chapel to store their equipment and perhaps instal a climbing wall. The chapel does need work doing on it prior to them renting it, including a new roof.

The clerk said that the Parish Council has received a notification from Historic England that they have rejected an application which they received to list Woodland Mortuary Chapel. The application was declined as it lacks the special interest in a national context required to warrant listing. It is late in date, has been altered, is extremely utilitarian with no architectural embellishment, it compares unfavourably with other listed C19 Christian mortuary chapels which attain a higher level of architectural interest, and despite its strong links to the Woodland mining community, there is no association with national figures or events that could convey historic interest in the national context.

Cllr Gardner felt that whoever had applied to have the building listed should have notified the Parish Council in the first instance.

9. Speeding Traffic

Cllr Blackwood has written to highways asking if the rumble strips can be raised to the maximum height, and is awaiting a response. Still awaiting the new flashing 20mph advisory signs around the school being put up by DCC.

Cllr Peckett said that his equipment had recorded a vehicle travelling at over 80mph around 2.30pm, travelling West to East. Councillors expressed their shock at this speed, particularly as it is near to school time.

10. Public participation

A member of the public asked about Hope Moor wind farm, as they were unable to attend the recent Parish Council meeting held to discuss it. Cllr Hall said that the Parish Council has submitted its objections to the plans, due to the location being in an area of outstanding beauty, but is limited as to what it can comment on. Other items are noise pollution, the claim by the developers to be carbon neutral, and the wrecking of grouse moor. 
Cllr Gardner said that as the project is classed as an NSIP (Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project), it bypasses normal local council planning, and goes straight to the relevant Secretary of State for approval/decline, in this case Ed Miliband, who will just rubber stamp it as part of his net zero project, despite whatever objections are made locally, regionally or nationally. 92% of plans submitted are approved. It is developer led, the initial process is a scoping report and the developer decides what they are prepared to discuss and what they are not prepared to discuss. Objections can only be made on items included in the scoping report. For example, they have not included how they are to connect the massive structure to the national grid, nor have they said how they will get the electricity generated to Teesside, which will involve building a new substation and erecting huge pylons. It is likely that these pylons will come straight through Woodland. 
The developers have also not mentioned the need to create new concrete roads to carry transport to the site, nor how they will transport the massive blades and equipment along minor roads to reach the site.

The only glimmer of hope is that it will take 3-4 years, possibly longer, to get all the surveys done, by which time there may have been a change in Government, energy minister, or a change of view on net zero and energy production.
Cllr Peckett mentioned that he has being some research, and it is estimated that by 2050 we will need twice as much power as we currently consume, due mainly to air source heating and electric vehicle charging. He said that decades ago, the national grid wanted to put a high voltage line from East to West, from York, through Stainmore and Kirby Stephen to join the West high voltage line at Tebay. Although it did not go ahead at the time, these plans may be resurrected if the Hope Moor development goes ahead.
The clerk said that following the Parish Council objection to Hope Moor, which was copied in to local MPs, an automated response was received from Sam Rushworth saying in a lot of words that he is still in listening mode and hearing comments from all sides, before making a decision whether he is for or against the development. Rishi Sunak has very publicly said that he is against it, as has Lord Ian Botham.
Members of the public asked about the Quarry Field, herbage rights, and the ongoing planning application and access to the site. In the application it says a maximum of 4 calves at any time, however it was noted that 11 stirks were recently in there. With regard to access, Cllr Gardner said that she had noted that in the planning application the applicant had said that as there was no direct access from Black Horse Terrace, access was to be via the Quarry Field. She noted that at previous Council meetings, the applicant had very strongly argued that there was vehicular access along the driveway of Mr Smith’s former property on Black Horse Terrace in to the field, and at the time Councillors questioned how they could get a vehicle down there as it was not wide enough. Cllr Hall said that trailers used to park on the road, and sheep would then be herded up the driveway, as there was no other means of access to the field. Any access is pedestrian only. In respect of herbage rights, it was asked whether any herbage rights allow grazing only. Cllr Hall said that the original one was for grazing only, Cllr Gardner confirmed this to be correct, saying that it does not allow hay to be taken off, as has recently been done. It was mentioned that coincidentally just after the hay was baled and removed, an advert appeared on Facebook for bales of hay for sale.

11. Planning

The Clerk said that no new applications have been received.
The Parish Council had submitted further comments following other documents submitted regarding the planning application behind Black Horse Terrace. Cllr Gardner queried why the Parish Council, as custodians of the Quarry Field through which access is required, received no official notice of the application as local properties should have done. Cllr Hall said that in the event that no valid herbage rights exist, then they have no right to be on the Quarry Field to access the site, and would have to create a new track from Tilesheds Farm instead. Cllr Timms asked why the Parish Council has never had a key to the padlock on the gate. Cllr Hall said that it has been locked for many years, since the quarry was filled in.


12. Clerk’s matters – correspondence received
Civility & Respect Pledge – this was discussed at a previous meeting, and at that time Councillors felt that it wasn’t something to pursue. DCC have recently said that they would like more Town & Parish Councils to sign up to it. Within DCC, 38 of 105 councils have signed up. After discussing it, although in principle Councillors had no objection to signing a civility & respect pledge, Councillors felt that they wanted to know more about what sanctions would apply should the code be broken, and what the consequences were, as based on past experience there currently doesn’t appear to any real firm action that is taken to punish bad behaviour. ACTION: Clerk to make enquiries at DCC as to what the consequences and sanctions would be, and who would monitor them, to allow Councillors to then make an informed decision.

Meeting closed 8.40


Date of next meeting 
 
Next meeting provisionally agreed for Thursday 10th September 2026 at Woodland Village Hall, with anything urgent in the meantime being communicated by email.

These are true and accurate minutes of the meeting as agreed by the council  
 
  
Date ……………………………………….. 
 
Signed …………………………………….. 


Minutes for all Parish Council meetings are available to view once agreed and signed by the council. These are available on the council website woodlandparishcouncil.gov.uk. The minutes will normally be available no later than 4 weeks after the date of the council meeting.  
 
Please note, all parish council meetings will be audio recorded for the purposes of accurately producing the minutes. The recording will be retained by Woodland Parish Council until the minutes have been agreed and signed. The recording will then be deleted unless the retention is requested by a lawful authority. 




